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SCHEDULE:

Friday - Oct. 12

Pujo, 4-6

Local Program, 6-7:50
Dinner, 8-9

Arko, Fiddlers, 9-11

Saturday - Oct. 13

Pujo, 10am-12
Lunch, 12-2
Pujo, Boron, Sidhur Khela, 5-6:30
Local Program,, 6:30-8:15

Dinner, 8-9

Shovon, 9-11
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Friends,

From the council's desk, we would like to thank you all for making this year's
Pujo a grand success. We could not have done this without you. With your
support and participation, we hope to make this event more joyous and
attractive in the years to come.

We try earnestly to implement various comments and feedback that we have
received from our last year's Pujo. The presentation from our external artist
failed to meet the expectations of our young and vibrant community. This year
we are hosting two artists from Kolkata. We hope you all enjoy the variety of
band and modern melody.

Our local artists always present us with unforgettable moments to cherish. They
work hard to achieve high levels of perfection and quality. They need our
unflinching support, praise and applause.

We have a change in our venue this year. This will surely bring in a new
experience for our patrons. We could not implement a third day of festivities
this year due to their policies and we will surely revisit that again next year.
With a burgeoning community, expectations will be set higher with each
passing year and execution will be challenging. We expect new faces to come
forward and drive this organization to the next level. Creativity and
imagination are the two pillars of adding diversity and variety in the future.

Planning for the next one starts right after this. Enjoy the pujo with your friends
and families. Stay safe and blessed.

Regards,

Jayanta Banerjee




Our Prabashi Council




Wait, who made this magazine?!

By 4 o &

Ritapa Neogi was born and raised in Portland,
Oregon, though she swears she's never heard of it.
She graduated from Westview High School in 2016,
and is currently suffering her third year as a
geography and urban studies major at Temple
University in Philadelphia. In her free time, she
dances for her school's bhangra team, eats alfredo
pasta for dinner almost exclusively, and doodles on
things that shouldn't be drawn on.

After traveling around the world, Debangana
Mukerjee now calls Portland home. She was
raised in India and lived in Germany and
Austria before moving here with her family.
She is a gastronome totally in love with the
food and coffee scene in Portland. When she’'s
not busy traveling, she enjoys spending time
with her family and experimenting in the
Kitchen. She is also a budding photographer
who enjoys learning about new cultures. So
next time you are on the lookout for a quick
“cultures of the world” discussion, do

OD 6 check-in with her.
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I stared at the eyes of Maa Durga etched into the wood.

It was masterfully made and was very detailed.
Suddenly something popped into my mind.

“Why do we celebrate Durga Pooja and what is
the story behind it?” I asked my mother who was

dressed in a red and gold sari and standing next to me.

“Well it all started long ago when the great
demon king Mahishashsur was born,” she said.

The demon king at the time fell in love with a water
buffalo. Their offspring was Mahishasur. Because his
father was a demon and his mother was a buffalo he
could change between animal and demon form. After
praying to the gods for an extremely long time he was
given one boon. The boon he picked was that he could
not be killed by man or god alike. I don’t know why
the gods always gave boons which nearly always
turned out bad for them.

With this boon Mahishasur started his reign of terror
on the nether, the earth, and the heavens. The gods
were terror-stricken. Because of his boon though they
could not kill him. And so they fled their cities.

After fleeing their cities they fled to Vishnu, Bhrama, and
Shiva. Together all the gods used their power to create
another being; a goddess.

Because she was created by the power of all the gods
she was the most powerful one. She was created as
beautiful women with 10 hands. She was given many
gifts, few of them being, Lord Shiva’s trident, Lord
Vishnuw’s discus, the wind god, Lord Varun, gave her a
noose, while Lord Indra gave her his thunderbolt and
Lord Vayu gifted her his arrows. Finally her attire and
steed, a lion, was given by the mountain god,
Haimavant, Maa Durga was ready. So she went to fight
the demon king.

When she arrived at the battlefield Mahishasur
laughed heartily at her. He said “A women can’t beat
me, no one can, ha, ha, ha.” She ignored him and
charged and so a battle raged on for 9 days and 9
nights. By the 10th day they were both extremely tired
but neither was ready to give up. Finally Mahishasur
tried his last act and turned into a bull and charged.
With her sword, Maa Durga chopped of the head of
the bull. As Mahishasur climbed out, Maa Durga
stabbed him with her trident and killed him ending
the battle.

There are multiple stories behind why we celebrate the
10 days of Durga Puja. One was that before every day
of the war with Ravan, Lord Rama prayed to Maa
Durga but not when he was supposed to. And so
sometimes it is called akal bodhon or untimely prayer.
Another reason is that they say Maa Durga had a
human form before she was a goddess and she visited
her human parents for 10 days with her children after
defeating Mahishasur. Either way we celebrate Durga
Pujo as a time to be happy and celebrate the victory of
good over the dark temptations of evil. Next year I will
be talking about the first form of Durga; Goddess
Shailputri.
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Arushi Mazumder, Bartika
Bhattacharya, Maitri Ghosh, Portia Bala,
Ryan Sil, Arinjoy Dhar, Pratyush Manna,
Tiyasha Mardana, Sarthok Malakar,
Reyansh Goutam, Koustav Mazumder,
Anurag Banerjee, Rajanya Paul, Ishani
Sinha, Vyom Mukerjee, Dharya Roy,
Sonali Chakraborty, Ishan Ghosh,
Tanisha Arora, Aditya Arora, Otri
Mukherjee, Ishara Mukherjee,
Shankhyadeep Mukherjee, Sohini
mukherjee, Siddhartha Dey, Pooja
Ganguly, Aditri Saha, Mihika Ghosh,
Sharika Kundu,Tanisha Mazumder,
Shristi Saha, Arianna Trevino, Shanaya
Basu, Ashni Mitra, Vasundara Rajan,
Janhavi Das, Rudrani Paul, Arpita,
Mahati, Rewa, Autri Das, Shreemoyee
Saha, Yuvapreethi Ganesh, Lavanya
Kumaran, and Brinda Rajan.

Indrani Sinha, Shreya Nad, Sanchari
Banerjee, Sreya Chakraborty, Sanjukta
Chatterjee, Sabyasachi Dey, Parbati
Kumar Manna, Mitali Deb, Pritha Ray,
Rajat Paul, Chandrima Chatterjee,
Arghya Bishal, Bhaskar Ganguly,
Apratim Dhar, Gowri Kashyap, Sreyoshi
Ganguly, Arpita Saha Nanda, Rahul
Mukerjee, Arpa Ghosh, Smita Trevino,
Madhavi Sinha, Astha Mitra, Aadrita
Banerjee Dhar, Paromita Ghatak
Chatterjee, Ayan Das, Anandaroop
Chakrabarti, Kaushik Dasgupta, Ananda
Bannerjee, Tapashree Banerjee,
Shirshendu Paul, Madhushree
Choudhury, Samudra Sengupta,
Monodeep Kar, and Tanushree.
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Facial Mossage
Indlian Ayurvedic Nururel ond Organic Producs
Rotaxing, Colming Emvironmun 1o Rejuvenute

x| Steom, (leansing, Massage,
Neck Mussage, Foce Pock ( 1 Hour)

1] Add Hood 0il Message
55 Add Palm heupressure Mossage

Threading

§11 Eyabrow Upper Lips

S Full Forehead - chin

STS IMicrodesmabrasion (3 Seating )

CALL OR TEXT
503 705 0129

e Villal
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503-683.2452

focabook . com{trukreations
umai@irukreations.com
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Your personal financial goals
deserve a personal approach.

Bill Terrill, CFP*
Frivate Wealth Advisor
Fortlamd, OR

Ameriprise Fnansnl Sencas, Ine. Mombsr FINEA amdd SIFC
£ 2008 Ameriprica Fnancaal, inc. AR Nghts rosnmved,

Prabashi Association of Greater Portland Area ; prabashi.portland@gmail.com
2373 NW 185th Ave, #173  Hillsboro, OR 97124

Prabashi is a non-profit community based organization of Bengalis in the Greater Portland Area. We are a small, close knit
community celebrating the spirit of toget herness by promoting community brotherhood in the form of events that brings to light
our rich and renowned traditions.



