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Friends,
b
It is that time of the year when we get together in a festive mood to celebrate our
favorite annual event - the Durga Puja. We would like to thank you all for making

this year's Pujo a grand success. We have been celebrating our Pujo for more than 20
years and every year we try to do something special.

This year is special in a very different way given the whole world is suffering from
pandemic which has touched and affected many of us. During these tested times,
Prabashi with the unflinching support of our exuberant community tried to help
others not so fortunate. Thanks to the selfless benevolence from our community,
Prabashi could donate to Oregon Food Bank & Meals on Wheels.

With the tireless efforts of the new and existing members of the Prabashi Council as
well as excellent support from the community, we got more programs this year than
usual with a slight difference. We got online versions of Rabindra Jayanti and Prabashi
Bollywood night, both of which were astounding success.

Given the circumstances, we were not able to organize Pujo in a normal way this year.
We are terribly missing the whole experience starting from welcoming Durga Ma , to
the pujo , the beautiful dhutis and sarees , dancing to the beat of drums, ‘dhunuchi
naach’, children’s hustle and bustle. It goes without saying that experience cannot be
replaced by anything else. Nevertheless, it is our humble try to do something for the
pujo so that at a home away from home, we can enjoy may be a little of the pujo.

What is a Bengali Pujo without the cultural extravaganza? This year, unfortunately we
are not able to host external artists and we are truly sorry. The circumstances just did
not present us with an option. As our community grows and we come out of COVID-
19, we hope to stage the same again next year.

The new council has worked extremely hard to bring innovative cultural experience
and I am sure you would not be disappointed. We hope you will enjoy the wonderful
performances from our community.

It is befitting to assume that with each passing year we will have new expectations
from our patrons. We see new faces join our event and participate in various tasks. We
try to implement new ideas and sometimes we fall short. But we believe that with
more new faces joining hands, we will be able to fulfill our dreams and aspirations.

We wish you all a pleasant and enjoyable Pujo. Keep adding more fond memories to

your journey in Portland. After all, this is our home away from home. Only we can
make it unforgettable. Stay blessed.
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Pujo Schedule

234 October 2020
4:00pm — 6:00pm : Pujo
7:00pm — 9:00pm : Cultural Program

24t October 2020
10:00am — 12:00pm : Pujo
2:00pm — 4:00pm : Sandhi Pujo
0:30pm — 9:30pm : Cultural Program

Parag Ghosh



The Magazine Makery

After traveling around the world Debangana now
calls Portland her home. She was raised in India
and had lived in Germany and Austria before
moving here with her family. She is a gastronome

totally in love with the food and coffee scene in
Portland.

When not traveling she either enjoys spending
time with her family or experiments in the
kitchen. She is also a budding photographer
who enjoys learning about new cultures. So
next time you are in look-out for a quick
“cultures of the world” discussion do check in
with her.

Born and raised in India, Sapna spent a decade
meandering through UK and Germany before
transplanting to Portland to join her husband four years
ago. Once here, she instantly fell in love with the
unbounded natural beauty, the people and the big city
feel with a small town heart.

Her love for arts & craft is only
matched by her passion for Science.
When not locked up in her lab, she
likes to spend her days cooking,
travelling and devouring trivia or food.
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Aarika Ghosh, Age 4

Picture shows Aarika’s teacher
jumping out of a plane in a red
parachute to reach Chaander Paahar

T S — - D T T WEF & AL S
By TCHARA MUKHERIEE(2nd
grade)

“w’ - . WL |
—— Ishara Mukhetjee, Age 7 M)

.

o

12



Sreyan (Neo) Sarkar, Age3
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Duwrgo Queslions

Vyom Mukerjee
Part 3: Goddess Brahmacharini and Goddess Chanraghanta

2 years ago, I started this adventure by finding out about how Maa Durga was first
born and continued this adventure last year by discovering about Maa’s love for
Lord Shiva in her Shailputri form. This year 1 will continue this journey and share
with you the stories of Goddess Brahmacharini and Goddess Chandraghanta. Let’s
begin with Goddess Brahmacharani.

Goddess Brahmacharani

The form of Goddess Brahmacharani represents, penance, devotion, restraint and
solitude, due to her eternal love for Lord Shiva Long long ago there was an Asura
(demon) names Tarkasur who, after many thousands of years of prayer, gained the
boon to only be killed by the child of Lord Shiva. This made the gods worry, as
they feared for their lives, and as such asked Lord Kamadeva, the god of desire and
love, for help. Meanwhile Maa Shailputri reborn as Maa Parvati after burning of
rage, remembered her love for Lord Shiva and wished to be with him. Unluckily
her parents learned of this desire and hearing stories of what happened to others
who pursue, or anger Shiva discouraged her repeatedly. Yet she ignored them and
followed her heart. In order to win her love, she does a strict penance for around
5000 years. Seeing her undying love for Lord Shiva, Kamadeva decides to help Maa
Parvati. He shoots his arrow at Lord Shiva, but in a sudden turn of events, Shiva
opens his third eye burning Kamadeva to ashes. Maa Parvati learns this but does
not lose hope, instead begins to live in the mountains such as Lord Shiva, engage in
activities similar to that of Lord Shiva’s, one of ascetism, yogin and tapas.

This version of Maa Parvati, the one who lives a lifestyle such as that of Lord
Shiva’s is what is deemed the Goddess Brahmacharani. Lord Shiva learned of
Goddess Brahmacharani’s ascetic lifestyle and was impressed with her. Therefore,
he decided to meet her in a disguised form. When he meets her, he attempts to
discourage her of marrying himself speaking of his flaws. The Goddess refuses to
listen and continues on her determination to marry Lord Shiva, which gets him to
accept her as his wife. Soon after they get married and she becomes Maa Parvati
once again. This truly showed the power of love and how it triumphs against all
odds. Next we will learn about the entire story of Maa Chandraghanta, whose
name means bell shaped as the crescent moon.
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Goddess Chandraghanta

Maa Chandraghanta represents how malevolent she can be to her enemies, yet how
kind and caring she is to her devotees eradicating their sins, distresses, physical
sufferings, mental tribulations and ghostly hurdles. After Maa Parvati’s long and
hard penance, Lord Shiva finally agreed to marry her. The day of the marriage had
arrived. On the day of the marriage, Lord Shiva arrived at King Himavan’s
(Parvati’s fathers) palace in a form which struck fear and terror into many hearts
and came with an extremely strange marriage proposal. With ash smeared on his
body, snakes around his neck, and his hair unkempt, he proposed a marriage
procession consisting of ghosts, ascetics, sages, goblins, ganas, ghouls and aghoris.
But seeing Lord Shiva’s terrifying form, Parvati’s mother and many other relatives
were left in shock, while others yet fainted out of terror.

To make sure Maa Parvati’s family would not be further embarrassed, she
transformed into Maa Chandraghanta. Her skin was golden, and she had ten arms.
In nine of the arms she wielded, a trident, 2 mace, an arrow, a bow, a sword, a
lotus, a goad, a bell and a Kamandalu or water pot. She reserved her 10th hand to
bless her devotees and rode a lion as her steed. In this form she stood in the way
of Lord Shiva and convinced him to transform into a handsome prince and change
the marriage procession to be more fitting, He listened and transformed into a
charming prince who was fitted with many jewels and married her with the proper
rituals. That was truly spectacular. What an experience this was, learning about Maa
Brahmacharni, and Maa Chandraghanta, and their love for not only Lord Shiva but
also their own family, going so far to betray one in order to protect the other.
Maybe this Durga Pujo we can be all draw inspiration from these forms of Maa
Durga and celebrate those who we love and those who are close to you. Especially
now when we need to support our families and communities to stay safe and fight

off the evil.
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Otri Mukherjee
(274 Grade, Sunset Elementary School)

wgA oyt 8 Mean, Evil, Powerful, Strong
Asura-Doing all things wrong

Hunting each and every God

Immortalized by Bramha the Lord

Set out to destroy the world

Hunting each and every God

Attacking, fighting, battling, for ten days full
Strengthening himself by turning into a bull
Undead in the beginning, dead in defeat
Resting in peace under Durga’s feet
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Debangana Mukerjee

Sankha Subhra Sarkar
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Riddhiman Bhattacharya
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BYurgolyab 2020 possifile

secee Ayan Das Aditi Sen Gupta
Rahul Mukerjee Arijit Banerjee
Samudra Sengupta Nilanjan Mukherjee
Parijat Mukherjee
Rahuldeva Ghosh
Sabyasachi Dey
Sandipan Banerjee
Sanjoy Ganguly
Sudipta Kundu
Sujoy Sen
Udayan Mukherjee
Uddalak Bhattacharya

Gold Yonory Silver Yonowy
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Anandaroop Chakrabarti Abhranil Maiti

Anupendu Ghosh Ajanta Neogi
Jayanta Banerjee Deepanwita Pal
Riddhiman Bhattacharya Dipanwita Roy

Ritu Ghosal Parbati Kumar Manna

Suddhashil Chattopadhyay Poulomi Dey

Sutirtha Bhattacharya Sampurna Datta

Sanjukta Chatterjee
Smita Trevino
Sohinee Bhattacharyya
Suhit Das
Sumita Mandal
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Aaditya Banerjee, Aadrito Sarkar, Aakhi Chattopadhyay, Aarika Ghosh,
Abesh Chatterjee, Aditya, Adrija Banerjee Chakrabarti, Aadrita Banerjee
Dhar, Adrito Daas, Anamika Das, Anandaroop Chakrabarti, Anandi Roy,
Anurag Banerjee, Anusha Basak, Anwesha Basu, Anwesha Paul, Aparna

Mukherjee, Arianna Trevino, Aritra Daas, Astha Mitra, Aurna Das Maddala,
Chandrima Chatterjee, Debangana Mukerjee, Debarati Sankar, Debashrita
Mazumdar, Debdatta Bhattacharya, Deepanwita Pal, Devdeep Aikath,
Dorshini Paul, Indrani Sinha, Ishan Ghosh, Ishara Mukherjee, Jayita
Banerjee, Madhavi Sinha, Maitri Ghosh, Mitali Mukherjee, Monali Roy,
Nirvaan Gupta, Otri Mukherjee, Parag Ghosh, Parbati Kumar Manna,
Paromita Ghatak, Poulomi Dey, Prajokta Ray, Pratyush Manna, Preeti Mani,
Punam Pal, Pushon Mukherjee, Rajanya Paul, Rajat Paul, Reyansh
Chakraborty, Ritu Ghoshal, Rituparna Roy, Rudrani Paul, Rupkatha
Chatterjee, Sabyasachi Dey, Sanchita Chakraborty, Sanjukta Chatterjee,
Satrajit Gupta, Shamik Basu, Shanaya Basu, Sharika Kundu, Shreyovi Roy-
Pillai, Sneha Sinha, Somnath Paul, Sreyan (Neo) Sarkar, Sudeshna Ganguly,
Sudeshna Paul, Sujata Chatterjee, Tanisha, Tara Chatterjee, Tiyasa Mardana

Sneha Sinha |
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