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Friends,
It is that time of the year when we get together in a festive mood to celebrate our

favorite annual event - the Durga Puja. We would like to thank you all for making

this year's Pujo a grand success. We have been celebrating our Pujo for more than 20

years and every year we try to do something special.

This year is special in a very different way given the whole world is suffering from

pandemic which has touched and affected many of us. During these tested times,

Prabashi with the unflinching support of our exuberant community tried to help

others not so fortunate. Thanks to the selfless benevolence from our community,

Prabashi could donate to Oregon Food Bank & Meals on Wheels.

With the tireless efforts of the new and existing members of the Prabashi Council as

well as excellent support from the community, we got more programs this year than

usual with a slight difference. We got online versions of Rabindra Jayanti and Prabashi

Bollywood night, both of which were astounding success.

Given the circumstances, we were not able to organize Pujo in a normal way this year.

We are terribly missing the whole experience starting from welcoming Durga Ma , to

the pujo , the beautiful dhutis and sarees , dancing to the beat of drums, ‘dhunuchi

naach’, children’s hustle and bustle. It goes without saying that experience cannot be

replaced by anything else. Nevertheless, it is our humble try to do something for the

pujo so that at a home away from home, we can enjoy may be a little of the pujo.

What is a Bengali Pujo without the cultural extravaganza? This year, unfortunately we

are not able to host external artists and we are truly sorry. The circumstances just did

not present us with an option. As our community grows and we come out of COVID-

19, we hope to stage the same again next year.

The new council has worked extremely hard to bring innovative cultural experience

and I am sure you would not be disappointed. We hope you will enjoy the wonderful

performances from our community.

It is befitting to assume that with each passing year we will have new expectations

from our patrons. We see new faces join our event and participate in various tasks. We

try to implement new ideas and sometimes we fall short. But we believe that with

more new faces joining hands, we will be able to fulfill our dreams and aspirations.

We wish you all a pleasant and enjoyable Pujo. Keep adding more fond memories to

your journey in Portland. After all, this is our home away from home. Only we can

make it unforgettable. Stay blessed.

Rahul Mukerjee
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Prabashi Council 2020

Rahul Mukherjee
President

Rahuldeva Ghosh
Treasurer

Sandipan Banerjee
Secretary

Sudeshna Ganguly
Cultural Secretary

Ayan Das
Cultural Secretary

Debangana Mukerjee
Volunteer Coordinator

Parijat Mukherjee
Media & Communication

Samudra Sengupta
Council Member

Sanchari Banerjee
Council Member

Sabyasachi Dey
Council Member
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Pujo Schedule 
23rd October 2020

4:00pm – 6:00pm : Pujo

7:00pm – 9:00pm : Cultural Program

24th October 2020

10:00am – 12:00pm : Pujo

2:00pm – 4:00pm : Sandhi Pujo

6:30pm – 9:30pm : Cultural Program
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When not traveling she either enjoys spending

time with her family or experiments in the

kitchen. She is also a budding photographer

who enjoys learning about new cultures. So

next time you are in look-out for a quick

“cultures of the world” discussion do check in

with her.

Debangana Mukerjee

The Magazine Makers

After traveling around the world Debangana now

calls Portland her home. She was raised in India

and had lived in Germany and Austria before

moving here with her family. She is a gastronome

totally in love with the food and coffee scene in

Portland.

Born and raised in India, Sapna spent a decade

meandering through UK and Germany before

transplanting to Portland to join her husband four years

ago. Once here, she instantly fell in love with the

unbounded natural beauty, the people and the big city

feel with a small town heart.

Sapna Mukherjee

Her love for arts & craft is only

matched by her passion for Science.

When not locked up in her lab, she

likes to spend her days cooking,

travelling and devouring trivia or food.



Glimpses 
of 

Pujo 2019
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Abesh Chatterjee, Age 3

Harshil Gautam, Age 9

Tiyasha Mardana, Age 7
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Rupkatha Chatterjee, Age 5

Rajanya Paul, Age 5

Aritra Daas, Age 6

Aditra Daas, Age 5

Our young Picassos
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Ishara Mukherjee, Age 7

Aarika Ghosh, Age 4

Picture shows Aarika’s teacher 

jumping out of  a plane in a red 

parachute to reach Chaander Paahar

Aaditya Banerjee, Age 3



Shreyovi Roy-Pillai, Age 5

Reyansh Gautam, Age 6
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Sreyan (Neo) Sarkar, Age 3

Our young 
Picassos



Durga Questions
Vyom Mukerjee

Part 3: Goddess Brahmacharini and Goddess Chanraghanta

2 years ago, I started this adventure by finding out about how Maa Durga was first

born and continued this adventure last year by discovering about Maa’s love for

Lord Shiva in her Shailputri form. This year I will continue this journey and share

with you the stories of Goddess Brahmacharini and Goddess Chandraghanta. Let’s

begin with Goddess Brahmacharani.

Goddess Brahmacharani

The form of Goddess Brahmacharani represents, penance, devotion, restraint and

solitude, due to her eternal love for Lord Shiva Long long ago there was an Asura

(demon) names Tarkasur who, after many thousands of years of prayer, gained the

boon to only be killed by the child of Lord Shiva. This made the gods worry, as

they feared for their lives, and as such asked Lord Kamadeva, the god of desire and

love, for help. Meanwhile Maa Shailputri reborn as Maa Parvati after burning of

rage, remembered her love for Lord Shiva and wished to be with him. Unluckily

her parents learned of this desire and hearing stories of what happened to others

who pursue, or anger Shiva discouraged her repeatedly. Yet she ignored them and

followed her heart. In order to win her love, she does a strict penance for around

5000 years. Seeing her undying love for Lord Shiva, Kamadeva decides to help Maa

Parvati. He shoots his arrow at Lord Shiva, but in a sudden turn of events, Shiva

opens his third eye burning Kamadeva to ashes. Maa Parvati learns this but does

not lose hope, instead begins to live in the mountains such as Lord Shiva, engage in

activities similar to that of Lord Shiva’s, one of ascetism, yogin and tapas.

This version of Maa Parvati, the one who lives a lifestyle such as that of Lord

Shiva’s is what is deemed the Goddess Brahmacharani. Lord Shiva learned of

Goddess Brahmacharani’s ascetic lifestyle and was impressed with her. Therefore,

he decided to meet her in a disguised form. When he meets her, he attempts to

discourage her of marrying himself speaking of his flaws. The Goddess refuses to

listen and continues on her determination to marry Lord Shiva, which gets him to

accept her as his wife. Soon after they get married and she becomes Maa Parvati

once again. This truly showed the power of love and how it triumphs against all

odds. Next we will learn about the entire story of Maa Chandraghanta, whose

name means bell shaped as the crescent moon.
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Goddess Chandraghanta

Maa Chandraghanta represents how malevolent she can be to her enemies, yet how

kind and caring she is to her devotees eradicating their sins, distresses, physical

sufferings, mental tribulations and ghostly hurdles. After Maa Parvati’s long and

hard penance, Lord Shiva finally agreed to marry her. The day of the marriage had

arrived. On the day of the marriage, Lord Shiva arrived at King Himavan’s

(Parvati’s fathers) palace in a form which struck fear and terror into many hearts

and came with an extremely strange marriage proposal. With ash smeared on his

body, snakes around his neck, and his hair unkempt, he proposed a marriage

procession consisting of ghosts, ascetics, sages, goblins, ganas, ghouls and aghoris.

But seeing Lord Shiva’s terrifying form, Parvati’s mother and many other relatives

were left in shock, while others yet fainted out of terror.

To make sure Maa Parvati’s family would not be further embarrassed, she

transformed into Maa Chandraghanta. Her skin was golden, and she had ten arms.

In nine of the arms she wielded, a trident, a mace, an arrow, a bow, a sword, a

lotus, a goad, a bell and a Kamandalu or water pot. She reserved her 10th hand to

bless her devotees and rode a lion as her steed. In this form she stood in the way

of Lord Shiva and convinced him to transform into a handsome prince and change

the marriage procession to be more fitting. He listened and transformed into a

charming prince who was fitted with many jewels and married her with the proper

rituals. That was truly spectacular. What an experience this was, learning about Maa

Brahmacharni, and Maa Chandraghanta, and their love for not only Lord Shiva but

also their own family, going so far to betray one in order to protect the other.

Maybe this Durga Pujo we can be all draw inspiration from these forms of Maa

Durga and celebrate those who we love and those who are close to you. Especially

now when we need to support our families and communities to stay safe and fight

off the evil.
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Anish

Maitree

Mihika

Pratyush
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Tiyasha

Rudrani

Aadi

Koustav
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MAHISASUR

Otri Mukherjee 
(2nd Grade, Sunset Elementary School)

Mean, Evil, Powerful, Strong

Asura-Doing all things wrong

Hunting each and every God

Immortalized by Bramha the Lord

Set out to destroy the world

Hunting each and every God

Attacking, fighting, battling, for ten days full

Strengthening himself  by turning into a bull

Undead in the beginning, dead in defeat

Resting in peace under Durga’s feet

Sharika Kundu, Age 7
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তুমিআজ কেবলই ছমব

তুমি বৃষ্টি আনলে চ োলে

িনটোলে চেজোলে মনদোরুণ বযোথোয়।

চতোিোর জনয সেোেটো বড় ম্লোনআজ।

সূর্ যোলেোলের সব সোদোটুেু আজেোলেো।

চতোিোর স্মৃমতরস্পলশ যহে নো চর্ আজআলেো।

চিঘ জলিলে ঈশোন চেোলণ।

চথলে চথলেআজ চতোিোয় পড়লে চর্ বড় িলন।

বযোথোয় চেজো িলন স্মৃমত েড়ো নোলড়।

বলে র্োয় তুমিআজওআলেো

িলনর মেতর েমব হলয়।

আিোর স্বপ্নআেঁো েযোনেোলস

তুমি আলেো আর থোেলবও।

তুমি আজঅ্যোেবোলি বন্দিআলেো

তোই চতো ইচ্ছো হলেই স্মৃমত হোতলড়মে।

সর্লে সংগ্রহ েলর চরলেমে প্রমতটো েমব।

আজ িুল োল োলনর েযোলিরোর চজোলড়

চরলেমে চতোিোয় অ্লনেআপন েলর।

তুমি ম মরলয় আনলত পোলরো

অ্লনে সুে দুুঃলের অ্নুেূমত

তোই তুমি আজ নয়লেো চেবেই েমব।।

িধুশ্রী ক ৌধুরী



বসন্তএসসওএসলো নো।

প্রেৃমতর মনয়লি বসন্ত এলস চেলে বো এলস চেলেো, মেন্তু সমতয মে বসন্তলে এবোর আিরো

চপেোি বো বরণ েরলত পোরেোি? এটো আিোলদর েোলে মবরোট এে প্রশ্ন। প্রেৃমত তোর মনলজর

মনয়লি চসৌিলর্ যর ডোমে মনলয় হোন্দজর হলয়লে সিগ্র মবলে তোর চশোেো েড়োলত,আিরো মেন্তু এ

বেরতোলেআহ্বোনজোনোলতপোরেোি নো।

চসইমদন আমি সোংসোমরে প্রলয়োজনীয় েোলজ েোমড় মনলয়

চবমরলয়মেেোি,পলথর দধুোলর সোমর মদলয় েোে, চেোেোমপ, সোদো, হেুদ  ুলের সিোহোর। আেোলশ

আজ সমতয রলের চেেো, িলন চিলঘর চিেোলতআিরোআজআনন্দিত নই।  ুলের জেসোয়

েমবআজসমতয নীরব।

এই বসন্ত চেআহ্বোনজোনোলত আিোলদর চর্  ুে েোথঁবোর েথো মেে,পুলরো

পমরলবশ চর্ রষ্টেন হওয়োর েথো মেে,েম েো ঁোরো তোলদর spring break-এরআনলিিোতবোর
অ্মধেোর মেে মেন্তু েয়োবহ রোক্ষলসর থোবোয় আজ সিগ্র মবে স্তমিত। সিস্ত রোস্তোঘোট

শুনশোন, েোলরো িুলে হোমস চনই, সু্কে, েলেজ , অ্ম স র্োওয়োর তোড়ো চনই, সব বোচ্ছোলদর

এেসোলথ চেেোর অ্মধেোর চনই, বলড়োলদর জমিলয় বলস আড্ডো িোরোর অ্মধেোর চনই, চর্ন

এেটো েয়োবহ পমরলবশ, সোরো মবে চর্ন েীত সন্ত্রস্ত্র হলয় পলড়লে। বসন্ত শুধু  ুলের সিোহোর

নয় ,অ্লনে রলেরআলবদন মনলয়ওআলস। রলের উৎসব বসলন্ত পমরলবশ রলে রলে চিলত

ওল । পমরলবলশর সোলথও িোনুলের িলনও রলের চেোয়ঁো েোলে। তোই চতো েমব চেলয় ওল ন,

রলে রলে রমিেআেোশ , েোলন েোলন মনমেে ও উদোস। মেন্তু চেোথোয়? চেোমেে এর েুহুতোন

ও িোনুলের চশোনোর িলতো সিয় চনই। সিয়ও থিলে চেলে। েলরোনো নোিে িরণ বযোমধ তোর

থোবোয় মনলজর মনলজর িুল োর েলর মনলয়লে। এেন চেোলনো সেোে আনলি বোতযো, আশো,

প্রতযোশোর স্বপ্ন চদেোয় নো।

'এ চেোন সেোে রোলতর চ লয়ওঅ্ন্ধেোর

এমে সূর্ যনো মে স্বপলনর ম তো,ওমেপোমের েুজন নো মে হোহোেোর '

প্রলতযে সেোে চথলে রোত, রোত চথলে সেোে শুধু িোনুলের িলন

আতঙ্ক। প্র ুর িোনুে আক্রোন্ত হলয়লে এই েোইরোস-এ।  ীলনর উহোন প্রলদলশ প্রথি এই

েোইরোলসর আক্রিণ শুরু হলয়, তোরপর চসষ্টট সোরো পৃমথবীলত েমড়লয় পলর হোজোর হোজোর

িোনুেআক্রোন্তও মনলজলদরপ্রোণ বমে চদনএইঅ্সুলে মবলশেেলর বয়স্কিোনুেরো।

মেন্তুআিরোও হোে েোড়োর পোত্র নই, হোর িোনলবোনো এই বযোমধর

েোলে। এবোলর  ুে  ুটলেো নো পোমে ডোেলেোনো ষ্ট েই মেন্তুআেোিী বসলন্ত  ুে  ুটলব,পোমে

ডোেলব।  ুে  ুটুেনো  ুটুে বসন্তআসলব তোর মনলজর মনয়লি। আেোিী মদলনআিরো বসন্ত

চে আহ্বোন জোনোলবোই। সব মশশুরো িলনর আনলি চেলে চবড়োলব। চেোলনো বোবো িো তোলদর

সন্তোন চে ঘলরর  োর চদয়োলে আটলে রোেলব নো। তোই আিোলদর আশো এবং, মবেোস 'এে

মদনঝড় চথলি র্োলব,পৃমথবীআবোর শোন্ত হলব।’

সঞ্চোরী বযোনোজী

19



20

Sankha Subhra Sarkar

Debangana Mukerjee



Riddhiman Bhattacharya 
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Heartfelt gratitude to our donors and patrons 
for their generous support that made 

Durgotsab 2020 possible  

Diamond Donors Platinum Donors
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Samudra Sengupta
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আসছে বের 
আবার হছব

http://www.prabashi.org/


