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DA of A) Residential Mortgage, Inc

We Specialize in all kinds of
Conventional Financing Loans
(OJPURCHASE
(OREFINANCE

Oiumso
% =
< Secondary
< Investment
% First and Second Combo Loan

A1 Residental Mortgage is commited to helping you find the right morigage
product for your needs. We understand that every borrower is different, and we
offer a variety of products to mee! your mdwidual requirements, We make the
process of securng a mortgage simple and straightforward by offering you the
Iatest in financial tools that enable you to make sound financial chelces

(0 Competitive Rates
Outstanding
customer

experience!
Straight Answers

DBA OF A1 RESIDENTIAL
MORTGAGE, INC

3545 NW lohn Olsen PL
Hillsboro, OR 97124

1303).597:2791 Anju.Kataruka@alrm.com
Wy ALRM.com A Y
Office Hours Mon-Fri WA-MLO:IHGSS
9:00AM —3:30PM
Closed on Holidays Hari.Kataruka@alrm.com
503-381-4179
NMLSR 1D: 132032
WA-MLO: 132032

Durgotsab 2021
ATINUM SPONSOR

We are excited to announce

new loan limit for 2022 is

$625K for all conforming loan

starting now!
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“Amazing rates, highly responsive with
questons and concerns, very quick
responses by HarvAnju and if not them,
their team would get back to us and not
keep waiting, Good follow-up untd
compietion” — Ashwin H.

“Beng a first-bme home buyer, | was
necvous from the beginning. ATRM team
made the entire journey very smooth
ATRM provided me the best rates 1o fund
my dream home. You cannol beat his
rates. Regarding service, | just loved their
prompiness on ciosing my loan. Without
their support it would have teen difficult to
close on time. Extramely knowledgeable
and always available 1o clear my smallest
doubts " = Privankar N,

“Hari and team are extremaely
knowledgeable and took time to explain &
the details and were very much connected
throughout the journey of my refinance
making it & very smooth experience. |
highly recommend him for any finance
related help’— Sujoy C.

“By far the quickest easiest loan we have
ever done! Best rate and fees anywherel” «
Rich F.

“Come as a customer and leave as a friend.
We appreciate your business” -
Hari, Anju and ATRM TEAM
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Ananthan Ayyasamy mea
A Realtor, Licensed in OR
B

PDXPRIME

REALTORS

PDXPrime.com

503-770-0740
info@pdxprime.com

Oreeon @

Trusted by locals for Buying, Selling and Investing in Real Estate
« Superior, Reliable and Responsive Service
+ Local Market Expertise ¢

Seo eur
72 Ziilow
\Giu! Reviews

« Exceptional Communication ~—
+ Two decade of professional experience

« Well networked with right lenders, services and trades

« Proven negotiation skills to maximize value for your $

- Committed to deliver hassle free buying/selling experience

We are your One Stop Shop!

@NI&IStEI'SCiI‘CIQ OREGON REALTY CO

Diamond-Platinum Member President’s Club Member Ananthan Ayyassoy
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KRISHNA

REGUPATHY

CEO & Principal Broker

Licensed in Oregon and Washington

Krishna@TopTechRealty.com

503-799-6213 BLK°LANA4:

Masters Circle, RMLS, PMAR & NAR

Q€ ALY

15220 NW Laidlaw Rd Suite 270
Portland OR 97229

SERVING THE GREATER
PORTLAND AREA

REAL ESTATE
BUYING - SELLING
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

» Genuine Customer Care

« Reliable and Professional Service
« Experienced and Result Oriented
« Strong Negotiation Skills

« Marketing Aligned to current

Real Estate Conditions

REALGEY

WWW.TOPTECHREALTY.COM




Bill Terrill, CFP®, APMA®
Private Wealth Aavisor
503.808.1515

'Contact me today »
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Nole from The Pregident

Jago tumi jago, jago durga, Jago dasha’praharana’dharini
Abhaya shakti bala’pradayini tumi jago

Awake Durga, the one with ten powers, provides freedom from fear and the strength within. It is
inspiring for sure and a reminder that it is that time of the year when we get together in a festive
mood to celebrate our favorite annual event - the Durga Puja.

We want to thank you all for making this year's Pujo a grand success. The whole world is fighting hard
to come out of the pandemic. On the one hand, bolstered by the vaccination doses and on the other
the sheer pull of not having done this since 2019, we all as a community wanted to get together and
celebrate the festivity together again. But, unfortunately, lots of lives have been lost to this deadly
disease, with numbers rising as a reminder of the risks to all of us.

Hence, we had to plan for something different this year as a hybrid pujo with fixed slots for visits and
Anjali and all the online cultural programs. We also streamed the whole event for people who could
not make it to the pujo mandap. It was exciting to see the beautiful dhutis and saree-clad people again
after the gap. During these tested times, we are happy to see the unflinching support of our exuberant
community irrespective of the fact that these restrictions may be frustrating to some of you not to
have the freedom to stay and have fun with Maa Durga as well as everyone. We sincerely apologize for
the same. We hope that you understand the thought process behind.

Thanks to the selfless benevolence from our community and donations from some of our patrons
and our sponsors, we continued to ride the online bandwagon and the transparency to the community
starting with the General Body Meeting with a big support from our patrons. We continued the
programs with Online streaming of Saraswati Pujo and for the first time, an excellent and power-filled
performance by the community on the occasion of Saraswati Pujo, closely followed by equally
talented performances on the occasion of Rabindra Jayanti. For the first time again, Prabashi
organized the Nabeen vs Prabeen cricket match, an absolute success.

Twenty eighth year of Prabashi, but we felt as fresh and as excited when we started this all those years
back. It is such a pleasure that I got the chance to serve the community, 7 of those both as council
members and the President. As I hand over the baton to the next President, I would like to thank the
other council members who are stepping out with me to make way for the new members to join.
Thank you, Sudeshna Ganguly. Your help and guidance have always been appreciated through the
years. Next, I want to thank Parijat Mukherjee. Honestly, maintaining the website and communication
has not been the easiest of tasks, especially with the whole online concept and you aced it. Finally, 1
can’t thank Debangana Mukherjee enough who has tirelessly supported this community from the back
over the last years.

I would like to welcome the new members to the council, who are incredibly talented individuals, and
I am sure would help take Prabashi to the next level. We believe that with more new faces joining
hands, we will fulfill our dreams and aspirations. We wish you all a pleasant Pujo. Keep adding more
fond memories to your journey in Portland. After all, this is our home away from home. Only we can
make it unforgettable. Stay blessed.

Rahaal, Murkergoe
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Friday 15" Octobet .
3:45 PM | Kala bou boron

4:00 PM | Pujo Begins

5:15 — 5:45 PM | In person visit 1 (Darshan + Anjali)

6:00 — 6:30 PM | In person visit 2 (Darshan + Anjali)

0:45 — 7:15 PM | In person visit 3 (Darshan)

7:30 — 8:00 PM | In person visit 4 (Darshan)

- )

Saturday |16™ October
9:30 AM | Pujo begins

11:30 AM -12:00 PM | In person visit 1 (Darshan + Anjali)

12:15 — 12:45 PM | In person visit 2 (Darshan + Anjali)

1:00 -1:30 PM | In person visit 3 (Darshan + Anjali)

1:45 — 2:15 PM | In person visit 4 (Darshan)

4:00 — 5:00 PM | Sandhi Pujo and Bishorjon

5:00 PM | Pujo Wrap Up

7:30 — 9:30 PM | Cultural Program Part 1
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Sunday|17% October
4:00 — 8:00 PM | Cultural Program Part 2
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCokRO4S9lJCg0KI4nLQYZpw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCokRO4S9lJCg0KI4nLQYZpw

Prabashi Council 2021
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President Treasurer Secretary

Cultural Secretary Volunteer Coordinator ~Media & Communication

Swmowy Lal Mukherjee

Media & Communication, Media & Communication
Darpan
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Counci Member Council Member Council Member

Biploh Yaay

Council Member Council Member Council Member

Sampurna Yallo Bhotlacharyo

Council Member
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Her love for arts & craft is only matched by
her passion for science. In any spare time
when not trying to keep up with her almost
one-year old, she likes to spend her days
reading and devouring trivia or food.

B) g b

Born and raised in India, Sapna spent a decade meandering
through UK and Germany before transplanting to Portland
to join her husband five years ago. Once here, she instantly
fell in love with the unbounded natural beauty and the big
secee city feel with a small town heart.

i The Magazine Makers

Sonkha Subblwa Soudeoun

Sankha fell in love with the quaint and eclectic Portland on
his first visit some 15 years back. He hardly knew that in a
few years, he would call this place his home. He is now a
‘full-time’ dad to a 4-year-old, Neo, a dedicated partner to
Sanjukta, and ‘sometimes’ an engineer.

Sankha spends his free time exploring nature trails, and parks
with Neo and documenting local flora through his macro
lenses.
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Tiyasa Mardana, Age 7

Anandi Mukherjee
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I Sreyan Sarkar, Age 4

 dittle Picassoy

R C! ocky |

Grade 6, Age 11 | | '
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Rishan Chakraborty, Age 11

Otri Mukherjee




Anish Mukulel
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Arinjoy Dhar, Age 10
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Sharika Kundu, Age 8




Rudrani Paul

Ishara Mukherjee




Duwrgo Queslions

Vyom Mukerjee

3 years ago I undertook the task of educationg myself on the many forms of Maa
Durga that we worship through Durga Puja. I started by explaining the story of
Maa Durga herself and her creation. I then followed up, 2 years ago, with Sati, her
mortal incarnation and her devotion to Lord Shiva. Last year I wrote about Maa
Brahmacharani and Maa Chandraghanta, and this year I will delve into the stories
of Maa Kushmanda and Maa Skandamata. I hope you learn something new about
these amazing Goddesses.

Part 3: Goddess Kushmanda and Goddess Skandamata

For the last year and a half, we have had to live through a pandemic that has tested
the bonds of who we are and our faith in both the religion we follow and each
other as a community. We have faced many hardships, and many have also faced
loss, so let us come together and remember the loving smile of a mother through
the successive incarnations of Maa Durga, Goddess Kushmanda, and Goddess
Skandamata.

Goddess Kushmanda

Goddess Kushmanda is worshipped on the 4™ day of Navratri. She represents the

creation of the universe, which reflects in her name which means "The Cosmic
Egg" or "The Creator of the Universe”. Her story, and through that, our story,
begins long ago, before time was a concept, when the universe was nothing but an
abyss of darkness. Suddenly a ray of divine light, ever existing, appeared and
spread across the universe, enlightening the darkness that suffocated the universe.
At first, it had no form, but slowly, bit by bit, it took a form and became the Divine
Lady, Goddess Kushmanda.

It turns out that due to the silent smile of the Goddess, the entire universe
responded, and light and life were born. The worlds, stars and galaxies were born,
but one thing remained. Surya, our own Sun, still needed its god to sustain life, so
Goddess Kushmanda went inside the Sun and became the energy and light
necessary for life as we know today. She created a balance in the universe with the
sun's rays, and her power gives the Sun energy, as she herself is Maa Shakti She is
the source of Lord Surya's power, and Lord Surya gives us all the strength to go
through our hardships in life. So, whenever you see Mahashakti, remember the
smile of the All-Mother who gives life and energy to all.

118[




Goddess Skandamata

Goddess Skandamata is celebrated on the 5th day of Navratri and is the mother of
the god of war Skanda (Or Kartikeya). She gives her devotees salvation, powet,
prosperity, and treasures. Moreover, she can grant oceans of wisdom even to most
illiterate people if they happen to worship her. Goddess Skandamata is the
incarnation that Maa Parvati took upon finally being accepted by Lord Shiva as
consort. She would try to show her love many times to Lord Shiva, but every time
he would ignore her, in penance and mourning for Sati. This worried the gods as
they required a child of Shiva to help defeat a demon that had been granted the
boon to only be killed by Shiva’s offspring and was attacking them. After a
thousand years of penance, Shiva would give in and marry Parvati, and Skandamata
was born. Eventually they would create a fiery seed and the god of fire, Agni,
would carry the seed, but then it became too hot, even for him to handle and he
handed the seed to Ganga, who would safely deliver the child to a lake in the forest
Saravana. In order to carry the seed, Skandamata became the river herself and
carried the seed to safety, where it would be taken care of by the 6 Krittikas.

Her story, while short, shows the love of a mother to her child, enough to give up
her own body in order to make sure he was safely delivered. She would eventually
take care of him again, when he grew up, and when praying to Maa Skandamata,
you also pray to Lord Skanda and that shows that we will all lose our mothers one
day, whether it is that they are too far to go to, or they simply have left this plane
of existence, but we will be reunited once again. And remember to not lose hope
because they’re waiting for us, to embrace us once again.

These stories truly impact and reiterate the love of a mother to their child and how
they will do anything to protect us, their children, so we must protect each other in
honor of them. Many of us have had to face hardships we should never have to
endure so please remember to always love each other, and that one day, you will be
reunited with those that you love. )




Ivan Samanta

Gangla Golper Ashor

Daisy I classroom

Aurna Maddala




Gangla Golper Ashor +

Daisy I classroom
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# Gangla Golper Ashor

Daisy II classroom

Head Facilitator - Nupur Sinha
Art Facilitator - Poulami Mitra

In the last 18 months when we were all stuck at home, Bangla Gopler Ashor kept
going on via Zoom. Every Sunday evening, young children from elementary and
G middle school met over Zoom and were introduced to different art forms such as
Jamini Roy style of art, Warli style of art, and others. The children were told stories
from Bengal and India, and then asked to come up with drawings or writings from
what they remembered. They were also introduced to different Indian festivals such
as Rakhi, Rath Yatra, and Holi. Further, they were introduced to prominent Bengali
personalities, such as Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Sukumar Roy, Jamini Roy, and
several others. The children are currently being introduced to Bengali letters and

being encouraged to converse in Bangla! Here are some artworks from some of the

kids in "Bangla Golper Ashor - Daisy II classroom".

Anamika Das
Anusha Basak [
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Gangla Golper Aslror

Daisy II classroom
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7 heyénsh Chakraborty, Grade 2
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Reyansh Chakraborty |

Shreyovi Roy Pillai




Harshil Gautam |

Reyansh Gautam

Reyansh Chakraborty {
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Reyansh Chakraborty




Gangla Golper Ashor +

Daisy II classroom

Anusha Basak

Adrito Daas

Aritra Daas




Gangla Golper Ashor +

Daisy II classroom

Natok “Ramayan”
Aritra Daas, Age 7

I am acting in a natok called
“Ramayan”. The characters are gl
named King Dosorot, Ram, Sheta,
Lokkon, Bharat, Honuman, Ravon
and Jotaue. In this natok Dosorot had
three wives. And the Ram was sent to
the forest for 14 years. Ram went
with his brother Lokkon and his wife
Sheta. Then Sheta got kidnapped by

Ravon.

Then Honnuman came off for
helping, that’s my role. Then Ram had
a fight with Ravon and Ram won. Joy
Sri Ram! Ajoddhar Rajkumar Ram er
joy hok!




Isha Ghosh

Autumn has many meanings for many people. It has been viewed as a time of
contemplation, a reminder of the circle of life, the beauty of letting go as leaves
turn to gold carpet the street. However in every Bengali heart the onset of Autumn
means one thing: Maa Aschen. The sound of dhak, that unmistakable blue sky
dotted with fluffy white clouds and happy cheer in the air. Yes, Durga puja is here.
And yet, these sounds, smells, and feels are conjured by my nostalgic heart in my
home away from home. It has been seven years since my last Pandal hopping Pujo.
There can be nothing as exciting as watching lakhs of people trudging tirelessly
through the night—braving queues stretching for miles with no complaint; waiting
to catch a glimpse of something made miraculous by pure belief. I have never seen
more happiness in the air than I see on Ashtami night—that kid with glowing eyes
standing in line to catch a glimpse of the latest innovation in the cutting-edge (and
cutthroat) world of pandal design, the innumerable stalls with mingled cries of
“Nescoffee” and “Ashun dada ashun”, and of course the poker-faced announcements
on the public address system: “Panchu. . .tuni jekbanei thaako na keno office-e chole esho
tomar bondbura tomar jonye appekha korche”” (Panchu from Kusumkanan...wherever
you are come to so-and-so your friends are waiting for you). These memories
squeeze my heart and take me back miles and years...back Home.

But for an urban nomad like me the term Home has become less about geography
and more about people and experiences. The Pujo’s I have been to since leaving
India have looked and sounded different, but the sheer, absolute Joy remains
inviolate. I still see eyes shining with anticipation as the basement is temporarily
converted into a shrine, the bliss as a ripped jeans clad teenager takes a second and
then a third helping of Payesh. That feeling of community as clumsily tied sarees
are laughingly corrected by the ever helpful and ever smiling Kakimas.

The last two years, especially, have given me a deep sense of gratitude that we as a
community have been so passionate about keeping the spirit, if not the format,
alive within us. That joy of pujo that comes from neighborhood, community, and
togetherness has stayed, as has the hope that the rest of it will come back to us in
time. Until then Maa aschen!
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A dava Cawe Hikee

Wrik Dey

This summer I went to a lava cave with my family and some friends! Now what is

a lava cave? A lava cave is formed in volcanic rock, as a result of surface
solidification of a lava flow during the last stages of its activity. A frozen crust
forms over actively flowing liquid rock as a result of surface cooling.

We went to Ape Cave near St. Helens in Washington. About 2.4 miles long, Ape
Cave is the third longest lava tube in North America. It was an exploration of the
lava tube that was pitch dark, bumpy, cold, and hence scary. Inside the cave it was
40 degrees while outside it was more about 100 degrees! I was glad that my parents
forced me to carry a jacket.

In the beginning there was a long staircase that leads you in the cave and there are
two paths you can take. One of them takes you to the upper part of the cave and
the other takes you to the lower cave. We went to the upper cave because it is more
rugged and adventurous. Each one of us had our own headlight or flashlight.
There were a lot of boulders on the path. Some boulders were very hard to climb.
We helped and supported one another to traverse them.

Group trying to stay together




The cave almost seemed to be never ending because it was so long. The cave was
1.5 miles long but the made it look like it’s never ending; I thought we had to reach
the end and go back to the beginning! Sometimes the group would split up because
of darkness and various degrees of difficulties and we had to send someone to
look for the other group.

After a while we saw some light but when we reached there, we realized that it was
not the end, it was just an opening on the top. After a long time, a few of the
adults went to see how far it was. With no success they came back, and we started
walking again. We kept walking and traversing boulders. Some us of were feeling
bit tired. Suddenly we saw some stairs! And that was the end! After we climbed the
stairs, we took a break, ate a snack and then started hiking through the shady forest Soses
and crusty lava formations towards our car. We discussed about various moments

while driving back home.

Walking through the cave







Arpita Kunar

Mamata Ray Majumdar
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Debadrita Modak esecoe

Debadrita Modak
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# Saffron-Cordamom Trey Leches

Debadrita Modak

sesee Tres leches cake is a very famous dessert from Mexico. Here is a version of the

creamy and milk infused cake with every Indian’s favorite flavor-satfron and
cardamom.

Ingredients

For the cake

1. 1 cup All-purpose flour

2. 1 teaspoon baking powder
3

. V4 teaspoon cardamon powder

N

. 3 eggs

. ¥4 cup sugar

. 100 g butter (melted or soft at room temperature)

. /2 teaspoon saffron threads in 1 tablespoon hot water
. 1 teaspoon vanilla essence

o 1 &N Ut

For the milk

1.1 can evaporated milk
2. %2 cup milk




3
4
5
6

. /2 cup condensed milk (according to your sweet palate can modity)
. /a cup cream

. Pinch of saffron and cardamom to flavor the milk

. 2 drops of yellow food color (optional)

For the topping

1

2
3.
4

=

. 1 %2 cups heavy cream

. Icing sugar/powdered sugar according to your taste
Pinch of cardamom powder

. Pistachios, saffron threads and rose petals for garnish

Instructions

. Preheat oven to 350 degrees I.

. Grease a 8x8 inch baking dish with butter.

. Mix and sift the flour, baking powder and cardamom powder together and keep
aside.

. Beat the eggs and sugar for 8-10 minutes until volume increases and becomes
flutfy. Then add the melted butter. Next add the saffron soaked hot water and
vanilla essence. Mix them well.

. Now fold in the flour mixture into the prepared egg-sugar-butter mix gently.

. Pour it into the baking dish and bake for 20-30 min. Insert a knife and check if it
is done. The knife should come out clean.

. To prepare the milk, mix the evaporated milk, milk, condensed milk and cream
and heat in a saucepan. Add saffron threads, cardamon and 2 drops of yellow
food color simmer it gently till it becomes a bit thicker. Cool the milk in
refrigerator.

. After the milk and cake has cooled down, poke holes in the cake with a fork and
add half of the milk to soak the cake.

. To chilled heavy cream, add a pinch of cardamom powder and icing sugar and
whisk it till it forms soft peaks.

10. Now add the cream on top of the cake soaked with milk and refrigerate

[

overnight or at least 6 hours.
1. Serve the cake by cutting into pieces and decorate with pistachio, saffron threads
and rose petals. Add some of the remaining milk while serving,

1 34I;
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Under a million stars.
At Chandra Taal camp, Spiti Valley
a cold desert in the Himalayas, India

Fiery Chill:
Pétito Moreno Glacier,
~Argentinian-Patagonia
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